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THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR BRAD
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader
of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you
do apart from the presence of God.” John 3:1-2

any questions I still have to explain my answer to this
person and then they have to go back to the original
person who may or may not like the answer I’ve given. Is
it only me or does that sound exhausting? Wouldn’t it be
much simpler to ask the person directly the question you
have? Then there is no need to go back and forth
Chances are you’ve heard of the game “Telephone”. In between people and you will probably get your answer
case you are unfamiliar, it works like this: You have a quicker anyway!
group of people either standing in a circle or sitting in a
straight line and a person on one end whispers a phrase Nicodemus wanted to talk to Jesus, to help straighten
into the next person’s ear and it gets passed down the him out from what he thought was sketchy teaching.
line. The key to this game is the phrase can only be said Nicodemus also didn’t want to approach Jesus when
once so the person listening must listen carefully. One others could see him so he went at night. What
shot is all they get. Normally the end result is the person Nicodemus learned was that he didn’t know everything
at the other end doesn’t end up with the phrase that the he thought he did because he also had bad information.
first person shared. Somewhere along the way words get When the two talked together they understood each
jumbled, assumptions are made and we end up with an other better.
inaccurate story. It’s no one’s fault really, but rather the
work of the whole group. Sometimes there is one (or I encourage you to ask people direct questions, find out
more) in the group who thinks it would be fun to mix up why something is or isn’t being done from the person
the phrase on purpose to see how absurd it might get or making the decisions. This applies not only in church
they want to make the last person say something off the but in our world. How much simpler would life be if we
wall. The truth is, while it may be funny in the moment, it talked to one another rather than send our messages
down the telephone line in hopes that the message at
isn’t helpful in the long run.
the end is the same as the beginning.
I’ve experienced this kind of communication in various
places but it seems to be quite common in the church. We are all community together. Through the good, the
We have an issue with something and rather than bad, the happy, the sad, the hurt the joy - no matter
addressing the person responsible for the situation what we are in this together because we have all been
directly we engage in this game of telephone in hopes claimed by God as God’s children. To me, that’s as
that our request is met. Why is that? Are we so afraid of good a reason as any to work together despite what
approaching someone directly that we look for any way differences we might think we have.
to get out of it? What I’ve found when I hear things 2nd, Blessings to you this month of August! I hope the
3rd or more removed from the actual request I have summer has been good to you!
more questions than the person sharing the information
with me has answers. Do you see the problem here? I’ve Claim Your Baptism!
got questions that need answers and so now I’ve got to
go to the person who had the question/concern in the
first place to get the answers I need. Even if I don’t have
A big thank you to everyone who supported our special services throughout
July. The feedback was helpful and it lets us know that these different
services are appreciated. We are thankful to the Endowment Committee who
helps out with the cost of these different groups.
We also heard the request for more “Hymn Sing” Sundays and we are
looking at the schedule to see how we might work those in.
Thank you again for the support of our special summer services and the
continued support of our worship services throughout the year.

TRANSIT
WE WILL BEGIN ANOTHER YEAR OF TRANSIT (CONFIRMATION) IN EARLY SEPTEMBER.
WE WILL BE SENDING OUT MORE DETAILED INFORMATION IN THE MIDDLE OF AUGUST.
TRANSIT IS OPEN TO ANYONE IN SIXTH THROUGH EIGHTH GRADE.
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CURATOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
VBS

Your mission, should you choose to
accept it involves an opportunity to
spend a week learning, laughing,
and loving in God’s word. You may
select as many more team
members as you would like, but it
is essential that you register now!

Eligible Agents: Children entering K-5th grade. All
agents must register in advance, Case Files and
registration can be picked up at the family table in the
Narthex or online. For questions or further case
intelligence, see your Agent Handler McKnight
nicki@peaceoshkosh.org Time is running short! You
have only a few days left to recruit team members,
register and receive your assignment. This message
will self-destru...

CONFIRMATION CLASS

For All Youth 6th -8th grade during the 2019-2020
school year. Classes will be starting mid September.
Please let the office know if you have a child that you
would like to be confirmed. See Nicki McKnight or Pastor
Brad for further details.

SUMMER CAMP
Early in July three youth embarked on an adventure that created
memories sure to last a lifetime. Cameron, Riggs, and Robert
attended camp at Pine Lake, part of the Crossways Camping
Ministries. I would like to give an extra special thanks for the
support of the congregation for this special opportunity. They were
part of the Mavericks program, which gives middle school youth
the opportunity to experience unconditional acceptance of their
true selves, just as God made them, regardless of their clothes,
shoes, athletic ability, or whether or not they have the latest tech
gadget.
They enjoyed classic recreational activities like swimming and
boating, bike rides, archery, and nature activities. A highlight of
the week was an overnight camp-out. All of this and still lots of
time to soak in God’s word. When they came back it was so
amazing listening to them talk about their experiences and to
hear how studies helped them grow spiritually. If you see any of
these amazing men walking about church I highly encourage you
to stop them and ask for a story or two. Their enthusiasm is still
strong even weeks after getting home. The best news, they all
want to return and even bring a friend! Alleluia!
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CURATOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
YOUTH FUN IN THE SUN

Last month several of the youth found a fun way to beat the summer heat, a day trip to Noah’s Ark in
Wisconsin Dells. The day started early and lasted late into the night. It was a great bonding
opportunity that everyone agreed should and will become an annual tradition for the youth of Peace.

RALLY DAY 2019:
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 8TH
Registration for Sunday School
will be held
at 9:15 in the Social Center.
An all church picnic hosted by
Mission and Outreach and an encore
presentation of The Scott Street Puppeteers
will take place following the 10:30 service.
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CURATOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
WATERFEST RECAP

Torrential rains on June 27th did not hinder the success
of the fundraising opportunity at the summer Waterfest
Concert Series for Peace Lutheran Church. Over 30
dedicated volunteers from Peace Lutheran Church
showed up at the specified 4:45PM report time just as
the rain and high winds were making a great display of
their power. Gate opening times were delayed until 7PM,
but this gave volunteers an opportunity to mingle and get
themselves well oriented.
By 6:30, the storm had run its course, workers went out
and cleaned up the Leach Amphitheater grounds, and
the PLC volunteers took their posts.
The evening was a success. The volunteers worked hard
checking concert attendees into the park grounds,
delicious food was vended, and a large amount of
beverages were sold. Peace Lutheran Church took in
slightly over $1100 in cash tips that evening. An
additional donation from the Waterfest organization will
be coming to Peace Lutheran Church in the near future
which will reflect a small percentage of the income from
that evening. The funds from this fundraiser have not
been fully designated yet, however, a good portion of the
funds will go towards
some necessary updates
that the Property Team
will have to invest in over
the next few years.
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CURATOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
PARK DANCE RECAP

July 12th was the
11th Annual Park
Dance and marked
the 6th year that
Peace
Lutheran
Church
sold
concessions for the
event. For those who
are not familiar with
the event and the
fundraising opportunity for Peace Christian Preschool,
the Park Dance is an annual event sponsored by
Player’s Pizza and Pub. The owners of Player’s Pizza and
Pub remembered the Friday night dances that took
place in South Park in the 60’s and wanted a way to
bring back the fun. As a past, long-time employee of
Players Pizza, and also because the manager of Players
Pizza believes strongly in the importance of a strong
early learning experience, Carla Nigl reached out to
Heather Miller so that Peace Christian Preschool could
be the recipient of the fundraising opportunity. Over the
past 6 years, Peace Christian Preschool staff and board
members along with Peace Lutheran Church members
have served food and beverages at the event. The funds
raised on the evening of the event go towards many
onsite updates benefiting the preschool and Peace
Lutheran Church. In the past, funds have been invested
into Peace in areas that the preschool utilizes. For
example, funds have gone to replace sanctuary lighting,
to clean up the landscaping on 8th Avenue, to help with
the cost of new blacktop in the parking lot, and to
purchase a large garbage bin for hauling daily garbage
out to the dumpster.
This
year’s
Park
Dance
broke records
for attendance
and
funds
raised. It was
an absolutely
exhausting
event, but well
worth all of
the time and
e n e r g y
invested.
A few items that will be updated with this year’s funds
include: replacing the old metal kitchen trolleys,
replacing the heavy old banquet tables, and setting
aside funds for better lawn maintenance on the 8th
Avenue side of Peace Lutheran Church.
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CURATOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
HEALING GARDEN

Exciting advancements have been made with the Peace
Healing Garden. Have you ventured over to the area
near the playground fence line to see the progress?
Toward the end of June, the Miller family worked with
George Sawall to complete the excavation of the pergola
pad and the winding path leading to the pad. The Nelson
family, recently returned from their tropical vacation,
used their large truck to bring in three loads of crushed
red granite. This finished the pergola swing pad and the
path.
Shortly thereafter, George began the assembly of the
pergola swing, George and Travis Miller were able to
finish the final assembly to the pergola on July 2nd.
The next step is to start planting perennial plants and
flowers in the garden area. The goal is to plant a variety
of Hostas around the bases of the two trees in the
garden and to add colorful flowers along the garden
path. Ideally we’ll get some flowers established this
year, and be able to bring in hostas next spring from
personal gardens. There will be some signage added as
well. We hope that you will be able to take a minute and
enjoy a relaxing, “Healing” break in this area.

Main tasks will be to enhance worship life of the
congregation through leadership, performance, and
collaborative work with the members of the church, the
pastor and staff. Candidate will be able to lead music in
a variety of settings.
Leadership opportunities include directing the senior
choir, coordinating with current musicians to help them
as needed while recruiting and encouraging new
volunteer musicians. Collaborative opportunities include
worship planning with the pastor and staff, meeting with
Worship committee, and envisioning the future of music
programs at Peace.
For more information, please check out our website,
www.peaceoshkosh.com, or contact
Pastor Brad or Joe Friday, leadership president.

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH SEEKS A PART TIME
MUSIC AND WORSHIP CURATOR TO COORDINATE
ALL ASPECTS OF THE MUSIC PROGRAM FOR A
VIBRANT, WELCOMING, MULTI-GENERATION
FAITH COMMUNITY IN

OSHKOSH, WI
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MEMBER INFORMATION
PRAYER REQUESTS

PEACE WORSHIP SCHEDULE: Sundays @ 9 AM

If you or someone you know (with their permission)
would like to be put on the prayer list, please contact
the church office either by phone (231-4730) or email
office@peaceoshkosh.org. After four weeks, the name
will be removed unless the church is notified. This list is
open to all and categories are, but not limited to: health
recovery, military deployment, milestones, etc.

August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25
September 1

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR JUNE
August 4:
August 11:
August 21
August 25

Date available
Tammy Thomas—Birthday Celebration
Dave & Signe Nelson—Birthday Celebrations
In memory of Jean Stecker
from Roger & Joann Stecker
Have you signed up for that special Sunday (or
Sundays) on the 2019 Flower Chart in the narthex?
There are many Sundays still available for celebrating a
birthday, anniversary, or to remember a special person
in your life for only $25.

PRAYER
“Let GRATITUDE be the pillow upon
which you kneel to say your nightly prayer.
And let FAITH be the bridge you build
to overcome evil and welcome good.”
Maya Angelou

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Military Deployment: Matthew Berholtz, Karee Cocking,
Andy Duwell, Max Klein, Benjamin Zimmerman
Health/Healing:
Kim Blake-Jungwirth, Bob Bruce,
Bernice Clark, Bob & Marilyn Cornell, Herb Dieckmann,
Steve Elza, Luann Gifford, Doris Hanusa, Larry Klausch,
Doris Krumenauer, Doris Luedtke, Ron Metko (Al &
Karen Neubauer’s son-in-law), Dennis Nikolaus, Jody
Rabe, Pastor Marty & Lola Ruge, Margaret Voss
Encouragement: Bishops Elizabeth Eaton and Gerald
Mansholt of the ELCA Synod and their staffs, Pastor
Brad Dokken, PLC Leadership Team, PLC Office Staff,
Bishop Job Ubane & staff—ELC of South Africa,
Ventersdorp Lutheran Church (our Companion Church
in South Africa)
Hospitalized: Gerald Straveler
Our Sympathies to:
Samantha and Colten Felker on the death of
their great-grandmother, Eleanore Felker.
Family and friends of Doris E. Troiber, who died
on July, 26, 2019. Her funeral was held on July 29, at
Peace Lutheran with Rev, Brad Dokken officiating.

COMING UP—OKTOBERFEST…….OCTOBER 13
Mark your calendars for our annual Oktoberfest with
worship service music provided by Tuba Dan. And don’t
forget another great German meal after worship. Watch
your future bulletins and newsletter for more details.
LUTHERAN FOOD PANTRY

FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY IS THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH. Food donations can be put
by the altar. Food donations can also be
brought anytime the church is open.
Those donations should be put in the
gray cabinet next to the elevator at the
Ninth Avenue entry by the Circle Drive.

LITTLE FREE PANTRY

LITTLE FREE PANTRY SUNDAY IS THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EACH
MONTH. Donations can be put by the altar (watch for
donation theme each month). Non-perishable food,
personal care items and gift cards may be left in the
Pantry at any time. (See article on page 7 for updated
information on a newly constructed panty that will be
placed in a new location on the church grounds.)
Overflow donations can be placed on the shelves near
the elevator at Ninth Avenue entry of the Circle Drive
anytime the church is open. Cash donations should be
dropped off in the church office.
For more information about the Little Free Pantry, visit
https://www.facebook.com/littlefreepantryatpeace/.

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN

Please notify the office if members of your
family are in the armed forces along with their
addresses. We want them to know we care.

MID-WEEK WORSHIP

We offer a weekly Wednesday worship service at
5:30pm in our chapel area. This is a service complete
with communion and we often use the readings from
the previous Sunday. If you cannot make it on Sunday
mornings, consider joining us Wednesday evenings.
NOTE: On August 14 there will be campfire worship at
6:30pm in the Circle Drive.

DID YOU KNOW?

August 4-10 is National Farmer’s Market Week.
Get fresh produce at affordable prices, support local
small businesses, and make it easy to eat your
recommended servings of veggies and fruit daily.
Research shows people who eat the most fruits and
veggies have fewer wrinkles!

THANK YOU

To Ruth Vorpahl and her team that decorated the
church for our Christmas in July Worship. Great job!

Guest Artist, Holly Starr
Traditional Worship
Praise Worship
Traditional Worship
Praise Worship
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MEMBER INFORMATION
SCRIPTURE CONVERSATIONS

GARDEN GROUP

Discussions each Sunday after Worship
This summer has another opportunity after the service—
grab your coffee and drop in the newly renovated
Reflection Room for some spirited discussion on the
day’s scriptures. We take another look at the scriptures,
share some perspectives, and usually learn something
new about them and each other. Discussions are lighthearted and fun.

The garden and grounds are flourishing
with color and getting ready to produce
beans, tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers
and onions. Please take time to stop by
and if you see something you would like to pick, please
help yourself. Also, if anyone has time, we could use a
few extra hands to help keep the weeds down. Any
questions/comments/suggestions ask one of the three
or our garden group: Steve Berholtz, Heather Miller or
Kathi Sawall.

COMING IN AUGUST
August 4—Get Lazy for Jesus
August 11—All In
August 18—Burn It Down
August 25—Chill Out

CHURCH POTLUCK
August 11 at 5pm

Mark your calendars and
come share an evening meal
with your Peace family to
welcome our VBS counselors to their new home for the
week. We will be serving Beck’s hot beef or chicken.
You can sign up for a dish or dessert to pass. Weather
permitting, we will be dining outdoors. Any questions,
please see Nicki McKnight nicki@peaceoshkosh.org.

LUNCH BUNCH

August 14, 2019, at 11:30am at Cozumel.
Call Sally at 385-0425 to reserve your spot
by the Monday preceding—August 12. This
will give Sally time to inform the restaurant
how many will be attending. Bring a friend.
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T HOSE S ERVING U S I N A UGUST 2 01 9
August 4th

9:00 Service

Altar Guild:

Andy Janke

August 11th

9:00 Service

Altar Guild:

Jessica Feflker

Assisting Minister:

Donna Johnson

Assisting Minister:

Kayla Pfluger

Communion Asst:

Lucinda Porter

Communion Asst:

Lucinda Porter

Lector:

Matthew Pfluger

Lector:

Ushers:

Reggie Jennerjohn, Dennis Baldry, Steve Berholtz, Andy Janke Ushers:

Hospitality:

Hospitality:

Heidi Nelson and Jenny Dehn

Acolyte:

Robert Angell

Acolyte:

Tech/Sound Booth:

Evan Brandl

Tech/Sound Booth:

August 18th

9:00 Service

Altar Guild:

Joyce Christianson

Judy Ott
Reggie Jennerjohn, Dennis Baldry, Steve Berholtz, Andy Janke
Darlene Gehrke and Kathi Sawall
TBD
Kim Dawson

August 25th

9:00 Service

Altar Guild:

Cori Stromberg

Assisting Minister:

Lucinda Porter

Assisting Minister:

Nicki McKnight

Communion Asst:

Karen Kieper

Communion Asst:

Andy Janke

Lector:

Kristi Cocking

Lector:

Dirk Kagerbauer

Ushers:

Kathi & George Sawall and Kim & Melanie Krukow

Ushers:

Heidi & Mike Nelson and family

Hospitality:

Diane Friday and Dawn Heitman

Hospitality:

Mary Davis, Amy Lee, Ruth Vorpahl

Acolyte:

Robert Angell

Acolyte:

Tech/Sound Booth:

Kim Dawson

Tech/Sound Booth:

TBD
Kim Dawson

M ORE O PPORTUNITES TO S ERVE
INSTRUMENTS
OF PEACE
We are looking for musically gifted people to help out
on Sunday mornings. If you have been blessed with
the ability to sing or play an instrument, we would love
to hear from you. If you are interested, please send an
email to communications@peaceoshkosh.com.
Thanks!

COME WORSHIP WITH US!
RECEIVE WORSHIP SERVICES ON LINE
SERMONS are available online at youtube.com.
Search “Peace Lutheran Oshkosh”
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13 VBS
12:30—4pm VBS
5—8pm VBS
6:30pm Barbershoppers

12 VBS
10am Staff Meeting
11am Scripture Study
2pm Promotion Team
5—8pm VBS

19
10am Staff Meeting
11am Scripture Study
6pm All Team Meeting

26
10am Staff Meeting
11am Scripture Study

11 VBS BEGINS

9am Traditional
Worship
10am Hospitality Hour
10:00am Scripture
Conversation
5pm Church Potluck
5—8pm VBS
6pm 8th Day Project

18

9am Praise Worship
10am Hospitality Hour
10:00am Scripture
Conversation
6pm 8th Day Project
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9am Traditional
Worship
10am Hospitality Hour
10:00am Scripture
Conversation
6pm 8th Day Project

6:30pm Barbershoppers

27

6:30pm Leadership
Team
6:30pm Barbershoppers

20

6:30pm Barbershoppers

6

10am Staff Meeting
11am Scripture Study
6pm Acts of Peace
Players

Wednesday

5:30pm Worship

28

5:30pm Worship

21

11:30am Lunch
Bunch @ Cozumel
12:30—4pm VBS
5—8pm VBS
6:30pm CAMPFIREWorship

14 VBS

5:30pm Worship
6:30pm Act of
Peace Players

7

BS

V
5

Tuesday

9am Praise Worship
Guest Artist, Holly Starr
10am Hospitality Hour
10:00am Scripture
Conversation
6pm 8th Day Project

Monday

4

GENT
GOD’S A GE
OF CHAN

Sunday

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

9:30am Bulletin Team

29

9:30am Bulletin Team

22

9am VPs Quilting
9:30am Bulletin Team
5—8pm VBS

15 VBS

9:30am Bulletin Team
5pm Care of
Congregation Team
7pm ‘The Odd Couple’
Acts of Peace Play

Office Closed

30

1

Office Closed

23

Office Closed

16

Office Closed
7pm ‘The Odd
Couple’ Acts of
Peace Play

9

Office Closed

8

2

9am VPs Quilting
9:30am Bulletin Team
6pm Acts of Peace
Players

Friday

1

Thursday

31

24

17

2pm & 7pm
‘The Odd
Couple’
Acts of Peace
Play

10

3

Saturday

JAANUARY
2019
UGUST 2019

Y OUR L EADERSHIP
PEACE LUTHERAN WEBSITE ADDRESS:

Leadership Team Members

www.peaceoshkosh.org
OFFICE EMAIL: office@peaceoshkosh.org
OFFICE PHONE: 920-231-4730

Here is your current Leadership Team. They have provided
contact information so that you may reach them anytime you
have a suggestion, question, concern or positive feedback.

STAFF:

Joseph Friday, President 920-642-0066—jfriday@new.rr.com
Heather Miller, Vice President 920-279-7277—
heathermiller@peaceoshkosh.org
Kayla Pfluger, Secretary 920-264-7924—
kpflugs08@gmail.com
Dave Nelson, Member at Large 920-410-0521—
nelsoda38@hotmail.com
Heidi Nelson 920-362-4227—nelsonteamllc@gmail.com
Kathy Berholtz 920-233-5044—kberholtz@gmail.com
Kristi Cocking 608-387-5470—kristi.cocking@gmail.com
Samantha Felker 920-303-1391—samspf17@gmail.com
Lucinda Porter 920-573-3183—lucinda_d38@hotmail.com

PEACE LUTHERAN PASTOR
REV. BRAD DOKKEN 701-570-1843
Email: pastorbrad@peaceoshkosh.org
CURATOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
HEATHER MILLER 920-231-4730
Email: Heather.Miller@peaceoshkosh.org.
CURATOR OF MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY
MATT CROWE 920-231-4730
EMAIL: communications@peaceoshkosh.org
CURATOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINITRIES
NICKI MCKNIGHT 920-231-4730
EMAIL: nicki@peaceoshkosh.org
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Kim Blake-Jungwirth
Email: kim@peaceoshkosh.org
RECEPTIONIST/SECRETARY
Signe Nelson
Email: signe@peaceoshkosh.org
MAINTENANCE
George Sawall
CUSTODIAN
Mary Willey
CHOIR DIRECTOR/ORGANIST
Sommer Johnson-Loar
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC
Erin Tedesco and
Darcy Showers
TREASURER
Matthew Pfluger

TEAM LEADERS:
LEADERSHIP
CARE OF THE CONGREGATION
CARING FOR CREATION
ENDOWMENT
MUTUAL MINISTRY
PROMOTION
PROPERTY
FINANCE
TECH TEAM
WORSHIP
Hospitality

Joseph Friday
Barb Molash
Alicia Alsberg
Randy Hartman
Diane Friday
E. R. Waskawic
Jesse Andersen
Matthew Pfluger
Michael Stromberg
Kim Blake-Jungwirth
Heather Miller

ORGANIZATIONS:
PEACE LUTHERAN CEMETERY
PEACE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
TEACHERS’ CLOSET
VPS (VOLUNTEER PERSONS)
W.O.F. BIBLE STUDY

Mary Davis
Heather Miller
Kay Kuenzl-Stenerson
Marcy Hale
Jenny Angell

Peace Lutheran Cemetery
a non-denominational cemetery

on Waukau Road between
Oregon Street and Lakeshore Drive
LOT PRICE ONLY $600
Each lot can hold 1 full burial or 2 cremations
or 1 full burial and 1 cremation.
FINANCING AVAILABLE
For more information,
call Bob Reinke, Sexton, 920-379-8506

This newsletter is edited by Joyce Nikolaus as a
project of the Promotion Team. All articles are due
on the 15th of the month prior to publication.
Please email items to both:
Joyce at jdnikolaus@gmail.com.
The church office at office@PeaceOshkosh.org.
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